kohlberg’s stages of moral development

post-conventional morality:
stage 6
universal ethical principles:  right actions are defined in terms of a sense  of personal commitment to universal moral principles (justice, equality of human rights and respect for the dignity of human beings as individuals); ethical dec- isions about the correctness of a course of action are independent of one’s personal role and interests in a situation – “the golden rule”. 
stage 5
social contract:  behaviour is guided by a sense of obligation because of a

social contract to make and abide by laws for the welfare of all and for the 
protection of all people’s rights;  there is a feeling of contractual commitment, freely entered upon, to family relationships, friendships and work obligations;  laws and duties should be based on a rational calculation of overall utility –    “the greatest good for the greatest number”. 
conventional morality:
stage 4
law and order:  right actions consist of doing one’s duty, showing respect

for authority and maintaining the given social and institutional order for its

own sake;  deviation from rules will lead to social chaos.  
stage 3
interpersonal conformity:  right actions are those that conform to           the behavioural expectations of one’s society or peers, for the purpose of 

gaining the approval of others.    
pre-conventional morality:
stage 2
instrumental exchange:  right actions are those that instrumentally satisfy 

one’s own needs; people are valued in terms of their usefulness. 
stage 1
avoidance of punishment and deference to authority figures (for example: 

parents, teachers):  the physical consequences of an act wholly determine 

the goodness or badness of that act. 
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